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Garden makeovers

“OUR GARDEN FEELS LIKE
A SECRET HIDEAWAY”
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Outdoor lfm‘ng h
THE BEST PATIO RUGS
FOREVERY BUDGET

SO EASY...

% On-trend water features you'll love
*% Fire-bright daisies to buy right now

*k The easy way to grow a mini living roof
*¢ Build an outdoor dining room this weekend



SMART IDEAS
TOSTEAL

[Vl TRANSFORM A WALL

with stain-resistant render

USE BRICKSTO
create a neat edge between
paving and grass

DISGUISE A DULL
hedge with a slatted screen -
enough light will shine throuth
to keep a conifer hedge healthy

FLOATING BENCHES
| make the most of the

floor space and provide

unobtrusive seating.

READER
GARDEN
alkeover))

“We're fans of straight
lines and symmelry”

A STYLISH DESIGN has transformed the way Alison and
Bodie Kelay use their outdoor space
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THE BREAKFAST AREA is
a tranquil corner spot carefully
positioned to enjoy the
morning sun,

STAIN-RESISTANT
RENDER is used on the
walls, so it will shrug off
soil, water or algae stains.

e

ganden,

* READER GARDEN

Garden zones

THIS STATE-OF-THE-ART outdoor kitchen is on wheels so it can
be moved around. The Outback Signature 6 burner stainless steel
barbecue is similar, £1,169 outbackbarbecue.co.uk

THE BUILT-IN SPA, like the kitchen area, has an overhead canopy.
The spa itself has room for four people and there's a handy changing
room next door. The Helsinki has a similar wooden trim, £720, diy:com

PERGOLA

THE SLATTED SCREEN behind the pergola echoes those used at
the other end of the garden behind the kitchen and was constructed by the
contractor with oak slats and stained with Cuprinel Ultimate Garden Wood
Preserver in Country Oak, £15.48/1L cuprinol.co.uk
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OUR GARDEN

PLAN

LOCATION
Pelsall, West Midlands

THE LOOK
Contemporary and sleek

SITE & SOIL
Size 255 sq m Faces South
Soil Clay loam

OUR BUDGET
Tree removal and shrub
maintenance £980
Site clearance and construction of
concrete base for hot tub £2,000
Fencing £2,080
Paving £2,250
Water feature £300
Lighting & installation £1,500
Landscaping £8,000
Planting £3,000
TOTAL £20,110

HOW LONG IT TOOK
Preparation of garden 4 weeks
New fencing erected, base prepared
for hot tub 4 weeks

Garden prepared and foundations dug

for raised beds 4 weeks
Pergola erected 2 weeks
Kitchen area canopy constructed,
paving and lawn laid, water feature
installed, rill and raised beds 3 weeks
Planting 3 days
TOTAL 17 WEEKS 3 DAYS

HOWWEDIDII..

'BEFORE “The garden was a fairly

hen Alison and Bodie Kelay

updated the inside of their

detached home in the West

Midlands, they wanted the
outside to match its contemporary style. “When
we bought the house, the garden was mainly
laid to vegetable patches and flower borders,
with big conifers running along one side and
across the bottom of the garden,” remembers
Alison. “It was such high maintenance, we
removed the confers and laid most of the
garden to lawn, which gave us an amazing
amount of extra space.” But now, 13 years after
they'd moved in, it was time for a complete
redesign to give a seamless run between
indoors and out.

The couple scrutinised magazines, garden
paving brochures and plots at Chelsea Flower
Show to get ideas. Then they found Darren
Rudge - now a multi award-winning garden
designer and broadcaster - on the internet
(darrenrudge.co.uk). “He wasn't famous then as
he is now,” says Alison. “| just liked the look of his
website, and his experience and credentials
were excellent. We sat down with examples of
the pictures |'d culled from magazines and
brochures and discussed everything we wanted
from the garden. We loved his ideas and his
plan - he knew exactly what we were about and
what we wanted.”

Darren’s first impression of the garden was
that there was no real form to it. “It was a typical
family garden where things had happened ad
hoc,” he recalls. But there were positives: its
square shape, secluded position, and that it
enjoyed the sun for most of the day meant
there was a lot in its favour.

Alison and Bodie’s instructions were to create
a contemporary garden they could use all year
round and into the night, with garden ‘rooms’ for

meals outside. An outdoor kitchen and spa were
also key requirements. “We're not really party
people, but we do like to relax in our garden and
enjoy a meal al fresco with family and friends,”
says Alison. “Style-wise, straight lines and
symmetry have always been our preference -
we're not really into curves, and the interior of
our house reflects this, too. It's clean, bright and
contemporary, so the garden needed to be, too.”

BUILDING THE STRUCTURE

The work was done in two separate bursts. First,
the surrounding fencing was removed, a large
conifer taken down, and the ground cleared and
prepared for the hot tub, which was delivered on
a snowy day in December. The next stage - the
hard landscaping and planting - began two
months later, with the Kelays using their own
contractor to do the building work, and Darren
project-managing it. “We hated the months of
mess — we'e a bit obsessive with things being
tidy!" says Alison. But the finished result was
definitely worth it.

Darren’s design included lots of straight lines,
squares and rectangles, and simple, floating
benches, which reveal the ground beneath
them. “Geometric shapes repeated throughout
enhance the feeling of a contemporary design,”
Darren explains. “Simple, clean lines support the
design style and unify the whole space.”

One big problem to surmount was the
conifer hedge that dominated the garden -
although it wasn't at all pretty, it provided
valuable screening from neighbours. “The
answer was to draw the eye away from it by
placing items around and in front of it,” says
Darren. The long pergola, with its fixed screens
that double up as trellis planted with clematis
and honeysuckle, now hide the unsightly hedge.
Together with a comner seating area, they draw

“I'll often just nip out outside
and cook our evening meal”
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TIME FOR CHANGE The couple felt the
style of the garden, with its gentle curves,

CLEARANCE BEGINS The hard
landscaping work began in February with the

conventional family-orientated space, with a
patio, flower beds, and a path to a summer
house in the far corner,” says Alison.

ground being prepared and flattened, ready for
the new paving to go in.

and extensive lawn, was out of kilter with their
revamped, sleek and modern home.
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" PLANTS AND SHRUBS

ricluding salvia ‘Mainacht’ are

seated throughout the garden
o

A LINE OF TUBS
are planted with
fragrant lilies to
perfume the night air.

including ferns
and hostas throw
shadows on the white’
rendered walls.

THE RILL Once the trench for the water WATERY WALKWAY Breeze blocks to BARE EARTH Alison says: “The garden

feature had been dug, it was lined with concrete  support the ‘floating’ paving slabs were laid looked a bit of a mess for a few months while
and a waterproof liner. The wall in the corner along the centre of the rill. The standard ‘blue’ the contractors carried out the construction
behind was rendered, ready to be painted. engineering bricks made a neat border. work, and the new design took shape.”
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“The garden
looks magical
aflerdark...”

the eye past the hedge, so it fades into the
background. The long pergola also creates a
walkway across the bottom of the garden with
simple bench seating that entices guests to
stop, sit and relax.

ADDING DESIGN ELEMENTS

The floating walkway gives a sensory pathway
of black, reflective water that takes you back to
the main conservatory patio area. |t was created
by laying a concrete-lined trench with paving
slabs, coated with waterproof paint, laid at water
level to give the illusion they're floating on the
water. The water is darkened with a black dye, to
give it depth and make it reflective, and also to
stop algae developing.

The hard landscaping of grey slab paving is
continuous throughout the garden. “The size of
the slabs was just as important as the colour, but
it had to be grey,” says Alison. “Our kitchen is
white high gloss with charcoal accents and so
the same style needed to run outside.” Dark,
stained oak was also used through the garden
for contrast and definition. “The oak boards add
a feeling of softness and quality to a space that
is fairly hard-landscaped,” says Darren. It's used
for the floating benches - constructed so
they're just the right height for people to perch
on - and to edge the rendered raised beds and
provide a link to the planting.

The lighting softens the strong lines once
darkness falls, with adjustable LED spike lights
uplighting shrubs to create interesting
silhouettes and shapes. “The lighting is lovely -
it highlights strategic planting and has a magical
look at nights, even in the winter,” says Alison.
At the end of the garden, water trickles
soothingly from a granite column. “We love the
water feature,” says Alison. “From the
conservatory, we have a direct view of the birds
drinking from it — | love to sit and watch them.”

SPENDING TIME OUTSIDE

The hot tub sits in a previously unused area of
the garden. “The spa is for relaxation and easing
aching joints,” says Alison. “We've had many a
happy few hours just chatting away in there, by
ourselves and with friends. Time doesn’t matter
in the spa - you can lose yourself you're so
relaxed.” The couple make good use of the
state-of-the-art outdoor kitchen, too. “Even if
we're not entertaining, |l often just nip out there
and cook our evening meal,” says Alison.

“We spend far more time outside now and
entertain more during the summer. We love to
eat out with friends, but we also love to sit on
the bench at the bottom of the garden, which
gets the morning sunshine. This area was a
no-man's land before, where nothing would
grow because of the shade. Now we use every
single part of the garden.”
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provides a soothi
background babble in
the redesigned garden.
The Drilled Rock

Coloured dye creale

in waler fealures.

water feature is similar,

i’.£499'99’ primrose.co.uk

¢ @ mirror finish
Try Hydra Black Dye

£35.50/500g amazon. co.uk

Hey there Clint!

A wirework statue adds fun to a garden,
and is light enough to be moved around.
This one is called Clint, because of his
cowboy hat. Alison worked in a secondary
school where a student made the statue
as an A level project and Alison couldn't
resist! “He travelled home in the front seat
of my car - with his seatbelt on of
course,” she says. ‘| had a few strange
glances on the way home that evening!”
% Have a look on etsy.com to find
affordable wire sculptures, such as a
seated human form, £75, from

LaFage Arts.



